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“I wish | could say the same. | have lots of hard

Nothing To Do

by Guy Belleranti

“There’s nothing to do,” Marcus complained.

His older sister, Emma looked up from her desk.

homework, including this story I'm trying to write for

English class.”
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“That’s nice.

Marcus scowled. “No it's not. Now | don’t have any chores to do either”
“Hmm.
“Is that all you have to say?”

Emma stopped writing and frowned at her paper. “I'm sorry, Marcus. But I'm

kind of busy. Maybe Mom or Dad can give you more chores.”
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“Nope,” Marcus said. “They told me to spend the rest of the day having fun.”
“So why aren’t you?” asked Emma with a sigh.

“Because how can | have fun when there’s nothing to do?”

“Read a book.”

“I've read all my books.”

“Call a friend”
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1e good cartoons

were over.”
“Good,” Emma said. “Real good.”

“What do you mean good?” Marcus said.“That’s not good. | even tried shooting
hoops outside, but | couldn’t make anything but lay-ups. And now... Why are you

grinning at me?”
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Emma set her pencil down.“Because you've done an awful lot for someone with

nothing to do.”
“I'have?”

“Sure. You did homework, cleaned your room, swept the patio, phoned your

friends, tried to play with Chester, shot hoops and more.”

Marcus thought a moment. “You're right. | did do lots of stuff. And now I'm doing

something else. I'm talkina to vou.”
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- Originally published by Boy’s Quest Magazine in their Dec/Jan 2011 issue.
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Nothing To Do

1) The word ‘awake’is formed by adding ‘a’ to wake . Write two more similar words.

2)  What are the chores that Marcus actually does?
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5)  Attempt a brief description of Marcus’ character; focus on his feeling that having

nothing to do can be quite hard to deal with.
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