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Frank Hamilton Cushing was a pioneer

anthropologist. Born in Pennsylvania in 1857,

Cushing was a white man who studied Native Americans

as no one had before. He actually lived among the Zuni

Tribe of New Mexico for several years. While doing so, he

adopted their customs AanA laarnad thaivwwmve ln fart ha
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By the time Cushing was 17 he had published his first scientific paper. He followed
this up with a brief enrollment as a student at Cornell University. More knowledgeable
than his instructors, he became curator of an exhibition of Indian artifacts. Not long after
this, the director of the Smithsonian Institution made a 19-year-old Cushing curator of
the Ethnological Department at the National Museum in Washington, D.C. Now Cushing

was in the big leagues of anthropology.
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In 1879, John Wesley Powell, a man already famous for his exploration of the Grand
Canyon via the Colorado River, asked Cushing to be part of an expedition to New Mexico.

The 22-year-old Cushing jumped at the chance.

During the trip, the group spent several months observing the Zuni Pueblo in the
western part of the state. The Zuni are believed to be descendants of the Ancient Pueblo
Peoples (or Anasazi) who lived in the desert southwest of New Mexico, Arizona, Utah
and Colorado. Captivated by the living material he observed on this trip, Cushing
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their leaders on a tou ing the Atlantic Ocean.
During this tour, Cushing was also married to a Washington D.C. resident. His wife
accompanied him back to New Mexico, and the two lived among the Zuni for a time.
However, in 1884, ill health and political reasons brought them back to Washington D.C.

He was able to return for a bit two years later but ill health again brought him back east.

Cushing also conducted archaeological research in abandoned Indian villages in
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parts of Arizona. In 1890, he led an expedition to the Florida Keys. The expedition found
thousands of artifacts revealing a society of Florida Indians that had built elaborate

settlements on piles of seashells over the water.

Sadly, in 1900 at the age of 42 while on a research trip to Maine, Frank Hamilton

Cushing choked on a fish bone and died. However, his achievements were many. He was

a leader in 19th century anthropology.
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-Originally purchased by EdGate Total Reader in 2006 for use in a Lexile-based reading assessment program.
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1)  Cushing collected fossils and relics while he was eight, which shows he had a flair
for anthropology at a very young age. Explore Cushing's anthropological journey
as portrayed in this text.

PREVIEW

Gain complete access to the largest
collection of worksheets in all subjects!

www.mathworksheets4kids.com

3)  Many scientists lived with the Zuni, but Cushing was different from them. What
made Cushing’s living with the Zuni unique?
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ence.

b) Pick out three phrasal verbs from the passage.

- J

Printable Worksheets @ www.mathworksheets4kids.com




